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The final mine area shall be backfilled,
graded, and contoured to the extent
necessary to return the land to the use
approved by the regulatory authority.

(ii) All Dbackfilling, grading, and
contouring shall be done in a manner
to preserve the original drainage sys-
tem or to provide substitute drainage
systems approved by the regulatory au-
thority.

(iii) Terraces or benches may be used
only if it can be demonstrated that
contouring methods will not provide
the required results. Detailed plans of
dimensions and design of the terraces
or benches, check dams, erosion pre-
vention techniques, and slopes of the
terraces or benches and their intervals
shall be submitted to the regulatory
authority for approval before construc-
tion.

(iv) Depressions that will accumulate
water shall not be allowed unless they
are approved under paragraph (3).

(3) Postmining land wuses that include
permanent water impoundments. (i) The
exposed mine pit area shall be sloped,
graded, and contoured to blend with
the topography of the surrounding ter-
rain and to provide for access to the
area. Where necessary to prevent ero-
sion, riprap shall be used.

(ii) Under certain conditions where it
can be demonstrated by the permittee
that the pitwall can be stabilized by
terracing or other techniques it may be
permissible to leave one-half the pro-
posed shoreline, as measured along the
circumference, composed of the sta-
bilized pitwall. The remaining part of
the shoreline shall be graded and
contoured to blend with the topog-
raphy of the surrounding terrain and to
provide access to the area. Detailed ex-
planations of the techniques to be used
to stabilize the pitwalls shall be sub-
mitted for approval to the regulatory
authority. The regulatory authority
may verify the effectiveness of the pro-
posed stabilization techniques from a
study made by an independent engi-
neering company and based on this in-
formation and an onsite inspection, the
regulatory authority will then deter-
mine the acceptability of the proposed
stabilization techniques.

(d) In the event of an amendment or
revision to the State of Wyoming’s reg-
ulatory program, regulations, or deci-
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sions made thereunder governing spe-
cial bituminous coal mines, the Sec-
retary shall issue such additional regu-
lations as necessary to meet the pur-
poses of the Act.

§716.5 Anthracite coal mines.

(a) Permittees of anthracite surface
coal mining and reclamation oper-
ations in those States where the mines
are regulated by State environmental
protection standards shall be subject to
the environmental protection stand-
ards of the State regulatory program
in existence on August 3, 1977, instead
of part 715 and part 717 of this chapter.

(b) The environmental protection
provisions of Title 25, Rules and Regu-
lations, part 1, Department of Environ-
mental Resources, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, shall apply to reclama-
tion of anthracite surface coal mining
and reclamation operations in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in-
stead of part 715 and part 717 of this
chapter. In addition, the regulations of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
pertaining to standards for air and
water quality shall apply instead of the
regulations of part 715 and part 717 of
this chapter.

(c) If a State’s regulatory program or
regulations for anthracite surface coal
mining and reclamation operations in
force at the time of this Act are
amended, the Secretary, upon receipt
of a notice of amendment, shall issue
additional regulations as necessary to
meet the purposes of this Act.

[45 FR 61259, Sept. 15, 1980]

§716.6 Coal mines in Alaska.

(a) Permittees of surface coal mining
operations in Alaska from which coal
has been mined on or after August 3,
1977, shall conduct operations in a
manner that, at a minimum, meets the
performance standards of this chapter.

(b) The Secretary, after consultation
with the Governor of Alaska, may mod-
ify the applicability of any environ-
mental protection standard to any sur-
face coal mining operation if he deter-
mines that it is necessary to ensure the
continued operation of the mine.

(c) Any person may petition the Sec-
retary to modify the applicability of a
performance standard to a coal mine in
Alaska. No particular form of petition
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